Reeceville Elementary School
248 Reeceville Rd., Coatesville, PA 19320
Mrs. Catherine Van Vooren, Principal
Phone: 610-383-3785
FAX: 610-383-3789
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December is a time for reflecting on the year that is ending and for planning for the next.
All of the research on education points to the importance of parent involvement in a child’s
education. Simply stated, your children will achieve better educational outcomes if you are
involved. Reading with and to your children in the evening, making sure there is a time and
place for homework, and talking with your child’s teachers are some of the ways you can be
involved. We want you to know that your involvement is not only appreciated, it makes
such a difference in your children’s education. Report cards will be sent home on
December 10t. Please take some time to review with your child the report card and set
some goals together for learning in the New Year.

Here are some thoughts to consider as both of you discuss the report card:

e Ask for ideas about how your child plans to maintain good grades, as well as how to
improve in weaker areas.

e Set high expectations, but remember that no one is perfect.

® Praise children for working hard and improving in areas that are challenging for
them.
Remember that every child is unique.

e Be sure to read both grades and comments carefully. Teacher comments can often
provide insight about ways that you can support your child’s learning,

As this year comes to a close, I want to say thank you for your enormous support and
encouragement. I feel so fortunate to be part of a community that works together to
provide enrichment and support to all of our children. Together everyone does achieve
more! [ am looking forward to our continued partnership in making Reeceville a place
where all children meet with success.

I wish you all a wonderful holiday season filled with lots of happiness, love and good
health!

Fondly,
Catherine Van Vooren
Principal



Student Recognition
Congratulations to the following students
who have recetved recognition in the
following areas for the month of
November!

Good Citizenship K-5
Kindergarten: Jayda Marshall, Braden Finley, Morgan
Hamilton, Randal Ordonez, Emanuel Quintana, Emperise
Glasco, Lexi McCafferty, Danny Kershner
First Grade: Christanae Chapman, Elijah Whitaker, Allison
Harris, Christopher Davalos, Jazzmen Davis, Akeem Abdul-
Alim, Aniyah Every, Dalton Griffin
Second Grade: Jacqueline Weer, Kenney Bolanos-Millan,
Kenneth Ettien, Serenity Burgess, Rand Madanat, Eric
Lammey, Amanda Navarro-Terry, Rashad Nero
Third Grade: Rebekah Hallenbeck, Chloe Domurat, Drew
Domurat, Jasmin Alvarez, Paige Smoyer, Joshua Tyman-
Robinson, Hugo Pedroza, Glenda Liz Paban
Fourth Grade: Barry Marlow, Elizabeth Kutteh, Jennifer
Pedroza, Auriol Azzara, Brianna Barron, Gavin Homnack
Fifth Grade: Ariadna Romero, Davin Domurat, Tyreke
Jemisen, Ava Stanziani, Tiyana Twyman, Isaiah Washington

Kindergarten Good Worker Award

Keira Ollis, Anna Murray, Vivian Morrow, Jack Qwan James

First Grade Homework Award
Jason Avila, Tyler Moyer, Ava Ziegler, Elizabeth Morrow

Second - Fifth Grade Language Arts Award
Second Grade: Connor Bagent, Marguis Peoples, Destiny
McGraw, Harleigh Jones
Third Grade: Alanah Smith, Kathryn Borthwick, Makaylah
Conover, Madison Lammey
Fourth Grade: Josie Boyer, Makai Jones, Sadia Trust
Fifth Grade: Emily Chung, Seth Tackett, Ben Tompkins

Outstanding Achievement in Art
Kindergarten: Amer Madanat, Daimariliz Figuroa, Halaya
Norris, Lyla Russell
First Grade: Aubrey Wood, Yu-Gene Jacobs, Dalton Griffin,
Maggie Frankland
Second Grade: Alexandria Pera, Max Bryant, Jaquelin Franco-
Rea, Samuel Campos
Third Grade: Carli Kummerer, Mariah Colon, Perez Phillips,
Kayla Topper Adams
Fourth Grade: Nathan Wood, Altre Villacana, Hannah Speiser
Fifth Grade: Thomas Fitzpatrick, Na’Shaan Young, Victoria
Clark
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OPERATION THANKSGIVING

We are pleased to announce that
through the efforts of our Reeceville
Family, we surpassed our goal and col-
lected 1,241 items of food for Operation
Thanksgiving. The generosity of our
school community has always come
through. The food items were given to
the Coatesville Food
Cupboard where holiday baskets were
made for the less fortunate families in
our community. Thank you to everyone
who participated in this worthwhile en-
deavor.

¥¥*¥*DRESS FOR THE WEATHER ****

With the colder weather here, parents are
reminded to make sure that their children are
dressed warmly enough for outdoor recess.
With the exception of inclement weather and
extremely cold temperatures, the students will
continue to go outside for recess throughout
the winter months. This outside activity pro-
vides the children with a much needed oppor-
tunity to “run off some stream” thereby set-
ting the tone for their afternoon learning ses-
sions. In order for a student to remain inside
during recess, a written note indicating such
must be secured from a doctor. Please label
your child’s personal clothing items such as
coat, hat, gloves, and scarves.




November flew by because we were so busy in Kindergarten! We finished reading and sharing stories about “Friends at School” and
began the new theme “On the Farm” in Language Arts and Kid Writing. In Math, we learned to write, identify and count to the num-
ber 10 (including 0).

We worked hard practicing for our annual Thanksgiving Program and Feast. Mrs. Puma and Mrs. Gunther’s classes were the Native
Americans and Mrs. Hanson and Mrs. Valentine’s classes were the Pilgrims. The children performed several poems and songs for
family and friends, and surprised everyone with the idea of “pizza” instead of turkey for Thanksgiving! We are very thankful to the
everyone who donated food for our feast (it was a great “harvest”) and to those who set up the tables and cleaned up afterwards.
THANK YOU!

Another big thank you to everyone who donated food items for Operation Thanksgiving. We reached our goal and were able to
have "Movie Time”. Please continue to be generous - Operation Christmas is coming.

We are excited for the month of December. Our hallways will soon be decorated with holiday trees that the children will make at
home as a family project. Make sure to take a walk through the primary hall during this holiday season!
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The 1st grade teachers would like to thank all family members for supporting the November

Parent-Teacher conferences and Father’s Breakfast. We always need the support of family members to !

help our students achieve their best potential. Speaking of best potential....... please remember to help
your student study their spelling words each week and write their spelling sentences. Also, always look
in their folders even if they do not have homework. Ask your child about their day and look at the
work they did in school that day. Don't forget to read together every night!
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Report cards will be sent home before of holiday break. Remember this is a "snapshot" view of how

your child did with the skills for the first trimester. If you have any questions please feel free to contact

: your child's teacher.
Now that the children are wearing heavier coats, please check to see if your child is able to zip, but-
. ton, or buckle his/her coat. First graders should also be able to tie their shoes. Thank you for helping
your child practice these skills. Remember the wind blows cold up here on the hill so hats and gloves
are a must!

Our Homeroom Helpers are planning a holiday party for December 20th. Look for more informa-
- tion to come home soon. Enjoy the holiday season!

o N CRADE NEWS

The second grade teachers would like to thank all of the parents who came to Parent-Teacher confer-

ences and the Father’s Breakfast in November. It was great to see so many family members and we are
thankful for their participation.

We continue to be very busy in 2nd grade, learning and practicing new skills. In Math, we are creat-
ing and reading different types of graphs. We are also working on reading analog clocks and calculat-
ing elapsed time. This is a skill that will help students in school, as well as in the real world. Continue
to work with your child at home with telling the time or figuring out how long until a specific event..

In Language Arts, we will be comparing “the way things were” long ago, to the way things are today.
The children may be asking you for some information about what you did as a child and the games you
played with. We are also continuing to add details to our writing to create longer pieces of fiction.

As the normal daily temperature is colder, please be sure that your child comes to school each day
prepared with the proper clothing for outside recess.

The children are getting excited about our upcoming field trip to the Dutch Apple Dinner Theater
on Tuesday, December 10th. Please be sure you have sent in all the information requested.

Our Homeroom Parents are planning fabulous Holiday Parties for December 20th. Look for more
information from them soon. We look forward to a busy December and wish you and your family a
happy and healthy holiday season.
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It seems hard to believe that the first trimester is over and we are 1/3 of the way through the school year. Visitors walking
through the halls in November would have seen our classes busy working on problem solving and adding and subtracting with re-
grouping in Math; doing investigations involving the water cycle in Science; and learning about fact/epinion, reference sources and
main idea and details in Reading. We also learned about and wrote our own /raiku, which is a traditional form of Japanese poetry.
We were busy!!

The month of December will seem even busier. While gearing up for the holidays, we will continue to develop our aca-
demic skills. We will soon be moving onto our Social Studies unit on landforms as one of our new areas of study, and in Math we
will be working on skills involving addition and subtracting larger numbers, as well as working on skills for the PSSA.

We will hold our 3™ grade Spelling Bee in early December. The top three spellers from third grade will be representing us
at the CASD Spelling Bee in January.

While the upcoming winter break is a long one, please don’t let that time go to waste academically. Have your children
continue to work on and practice their math and reading skills while at home. They can access First in Math, as well as other web
sites, to practice their math skills, and daily reading should be encouraged. We look forward to our students returning to school in
January ready for the remainder of their third grade school year.

The 3™ grade students and teachers at Reeceville wish you all a wonderful holiday season !
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Thank you for urging our students to read and take Accelerated Reader comprehension quizzes. Approximately 95%
of the fourth grade level books in our school and community libraries are part of this great program the PTA has provided
us. Our Storytown adventures continue with “Firestorms” and “The Stranger” as we continue to work on understanding
what we are reading to include all the supporting details. Our robust vocabulary continues to build as words such as: reluc-
tant, resounded, impressed, cease, and unique fill our thoughts. Don’t forget about our historical fiction book reports. It has
been quite challenging finding just the right book.

Our challenge in math is to perfect our math facts in order to conquer addition, subtraction, multiplication and division
concepts. We are also working on time, data, graphing, and fractional measurements, geometry is just around the corner.
We also have a First in Math Family Link available. Please take a few moments to show that mathematics is important, while
you have fun together. Just log in at http://www.mobymax.com/signin with your child’s userID/Password.

In Social Studies we continue to learn about the many facets concerning our great state of Pennsylvania. We are also ex-
cited about beginning our science module on Human Body. It has been great fun exploring Earth Materials.

A highlight for 4 grade is our opportunity to be a part of the Reeceville School chorus. We have been practicing very
hard and are ready for our holiday concert. We hope you can join us on December 12t to help us ring in the holidays here
at Reeceville. It should be a memorable time for all.

The fifth graders will be busy these last few weeks before winter vacation. Each fifth grade class will make
another visit to the VA. So far the students have enjoyed playing bingo and board games, doing crafts, and
decorating seasonal bags with the veterans. On December 12th, some students will present musical selections
from the winter concert for the veterans.

Here at school, we will continue o prepare for the PSSA tests by writing responses to reading prompts and
using the 4 Square method to solve word problems. In Social Studies, students will be studying map skills as
well as the Northeast Region of the United States. In Science, students will study electricity and complete a
unit provided by PECO on electricity conservation. Students are also encouraged to take Accelerated Reader
tests this month.

Finally, classroom spelling bees have begun. The fifth grade spelling bee will take place on Wednesday, De-
cember 11th.



COUNSELOR'S CORNER

Childhood friendships are more than just having a playmate. Through these friendships, children iearn
important social skills such as conflict resolution, teamwork, compromise, and problem solving. All
these skills should be learned at an early age as they are imperative in everyday living. Some children
are able to make and keep friends easily and are able to work with their peers successfully across many
settings. Other children struggle with peer relationships and can not understand why they do not have
friends. As a caregiver, it can be heartbreaking watching your child sit on the sideline while his/her
peers are engaged in a fun activity. How do you find the words to calm your child when he/she has
been left out of the neighborhood birthday party? How do you help your child learn the skills needed to
make positive friendships after they have been label the playground bully?

The truth is that most children do not make it through their childhood and adolescence without
enduring at least some hiccups in their social experience. As adults, it is our job to help support our
“children during their times of need and help them learn the social skills that will hopefully help them

gain meaningful and healthy relationships.

Here are some things you may want to consider while supporting your child in their social experiences:

* Provide your child with opportunities to interact socially with children their own age. You can
arrange play dates or get them involved in community events such as organized sports, scouts,
or art classes. ,

e Remind your child that maintaining friendships is hard work. Even the best friendships may
have problems every now and again. Offer to talk with your child about the problems he/she is
having with his/her friends. Brainstorm ways to deal with the problem. You can role play with
your child so he/she can practice what he/she is going to say.

¢ Discuss behaviors that help friendships and those that may hurt friendships. Discuss what
qualities make a good friend and what your child can do to be a good friend to others.

* Help your child recognize those peers who may not be real friends. Some children gravitate
towards peers who may encourage them to make poor or unhealthy decisions. [t is important
to remember that we should be respectful to everyone but some peers make better friends than
others.

By supporting our children, we will hopefully be able to make our children’s social experience a positive
one.

Kathy Doherty
School Counselor




From The Art Room...

There has been a lot of intricate and multi layered projects in the art room this month. The
fourth grade has just finished their Neo-Plastic projects and have created some very stunning results.

The third grade will be coming home with a value drawing that is very well done. The still life that they
rendered uses value and shading skills to create a believable three dimensionality. The work that they produced
borders on a middle school level. If you know one of these students commend them on their tremendous effort.

Kindergarten is working to study Joseph Albers and the theories behind color mixing. This project will
be very interesting as they will be creating a project using primary, secondary, and limited tertiary colors.

The portraits created in second grade show some of the dynamic and amazing personalities that we have
in Reeceville. These students used the study of Rembrandt, facial proportions, and oil pastels to create their art.
Some of these made it onto the wall at the Barnes and Noble book night.

The study of geometric shapes and collage kept our first grade busy. They used triangles, squares, penta-
gons, hexagons, and octagons to create castles in a beautiful landscape.

Finally, it’s that time of year again. The fifth grade students will begin working on their project for the
yearbook covers. Each student will have an opportunity to create a front cover for the book and the option to
create a back cover. Wish these students luck and urge them to give the back cover a try.
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AW vacations, family travel plany or family
days;, that require a tudent to-be absent fromv
school, MUST BE PRE-APPROVED by Mr. Buck-
wash principal. Please send in notes for pre-
approvals at least a week prior to-absence.

Get your picture taken with Santa!

Coatesville Area Teacher and Administrators are hosting a photo event with Santa. Come join
the fun on December 7th. Get your picture taken, make crafts and enjoy some refreshments.

Where: CASH 11/12 Center Large Group Room
When: Wednesday, December 4th
Time: 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Cost: 2 canned goods or $2.00




News from e Nurse's Cifice

Top 10 Tips for Preventing the Spread of Flu

1. Keep your child home from school or day care when he or she is sick.

2. Allow your child to return to school only when fever-free for at least 24 hours (no longer having
ever without use of fever-reducing medicines).

3. Cover your cough. Cough into your upper sleeve or into a tissue and discard properly.

4. Properly dispose of used tissues and other soiled items, and wash your hands after doing so.

5. Wash hands frequently and regularly, or use hand sanitizers when water is not readily available.
6. Regularly clean and disinfect areas and items likely to havé frequent hand contact.

7. Contact your health care provider when your child or other family member is sick with the flu
(symptoms include fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, headache and body aches).

8. If you are not able to stay home with your child, plan ahead for how he or she will be taken care of
when sick at home or if school is closed.

9. Have your child vaccinated against the flu every year.
10. Stay informed through www health.state.pa.us, www.cdc.gov, or www.flu.gov.
For questions, call 1-877-PA-HEALTH.

UPDATE INFORMATION -~ Please update contact numbers as needed as it is important to keep in touch regarding
your child’s health status.
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Music Notes ....

Please join us on Thursday, December 13, 2012 for the Reeceville Band and Chorus Winter
Concert at 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM. 4th and 5th grade chorus along with second-year band will
be performing at these concerts. Also, second and third year strings will be performing at the

District Orchestra Winter Concert on Friday, December 9, 2011 at 7:00 PM. This concert
will be held at the 9/10 Center Auditoriam.

Students who are in the program will need to attend the evening program. Also, as a
reminder, students who are in the band and chorus will need to wear black pants/skirt and
white shirt/blouse.

Come enjoy the sounds of the season with our talented Reeceville Students!
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- Mrs. Bernard, Mr. Brackin and Mr. Sullivan
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Field Trip Information

Students who participate in field trips MUST submit all required fees, % '
permissions, medical information and have proof of health insurance -
prior to the day of the trip. -

Student Accident insurance may be purchased through a plan offered by the Coates-
ville Area School District. The forms can be found on the CASD website.
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Money

If you send money in with your child, please make sure you put it
' in an envelope with student’s name on it, label it’s purpose and
teacher’s name.
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Parent Notification System & Update Information

The district operates an automated communication system which con-
veys important messages to our school community.

To receive these important messages it is imperative that we have your
current telephone number.

If any of your contact information has changed, please send a note to update the infor-
mation as soon as possible.

If there has been an address change for your family, a Change of Address form must be
completed in the office accompanied by proof of address (such as a copy of a lease/deed
or electric bill, etc.) and a new bus stop will be ordered.
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Spirit Day

The last Friday of every month has been declared “Spirit Day” by CASD.
The theme for December 20th will be pajama day! b riw




From the Reeceville Library Shelves
Mrs. Heller , Librarian

Check out World Book online on the CASD homepage at student resources.
The user name is casdl and the password is learn . Students in grades 3- 5 have
researched information about animals at this good resource.

All students are learning how to find that “justiright “book and are encouraged
to make reading part of Family Time.

i Happy Birthday to Jan Brett, one of our most popular author/illustrators. Her
books will be featured in the read alouds this month.

I Happy Holidays 2013! I
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It's that time of year when we start talking about wearing warmer clothing and snow closings. When it becomes nec-
essary to close school due to inclement weather or emergency conditions, parents will be receiving a telephone call via
the school district’'s Connect Ed system. Please contact the school immediately if your telephone number changes so
you will receive these very important calls.

in order to keep the school telephone lines open for official announcements from the Superintendent, parents are
asked not to call the school for early closing information. The local news and our Connect Ed system will make the
announcements as soon as they become official.

When delayed openings occur, students should not arrive prior to the delayed opening time, since a delayed opening
could change to a closing.

One-hour Delay: Buses run one (1) hour later. School Doors open at 9:25 am. School begins at 9:40 am.
NO breakfast served.

Two-hour Delay: Buses run two (2) hours later. School doors open at 10:25 am. School begins at
10:40 am. NO breakfast served.
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STUDENT UPDATED INFORMATION

Please inform the office if any information on your child has changed:

Student’s Name:

: Teacher:

Telephone Numbers (please indicate with an * which number you would like to be
used for our phone calling system).

(Return to the main office)

Reminder:

Students should not be
dropped off before
- 8:25 am each school day.

{

Our regular school day

runs from 8:40 am to 2:55

pm. We ask that if your

child is on the pickup train
 that you please send a note .

in with them.

Remember there are no

pm each day.

ROYTES

early dismissals after 2:30

IMPORTANT

With the winter
weather in full swing it
is very important that
we have your updated
contact and emergency

numbers. If you are
unsure we have those
numbers, please con-
tact the main office at
your earliest conven-
ience with those

corrections.

......
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Lost and Found

Mark your child’s belongings

with his/her name so that when

an item is found it may be re-

turned. Each year many items

accumulate in our Lost and

Found. Don’t forget to mark all -

jackets, hats, sweaters, lunch
boxes and school bags.

If you are missing a jacket and/
- or hat, please check in the Lost

and Found for those items.
Also, the main office accumu-

lates alot of eyeglasses during the |

school year. So if your child is

missing their glasses, please have
. them stop by and check the bin

in the office.




PLEASE HELP bring a smile to a
child’s face this holiday season!

It is unBEARable that some children don’t get to spend the holidays at
home. Some children may need to stay in the hospital to get well. We can help

them feel a little less lonely with the friendship of a new stuffed bear that you
send to them.

We are asking our Reeceville Families to please help out with this drive to
collect bears for the children at A.I Dupont Hospital for the holidays. Last
year this drive collected over 600 Bears of all shapes and sizes. The Stuffed

BEARS must be NEW with tags still attached from the store and can be ANY size
for any aged child.

We will be collecting the bears starting December 3™ through December
19", There will be a box outside Mrs. March’s 3™ grade Classroom where all

bears can be placed until their transport down to the hospital on Christmas Eve.
Thank you so much for helping make a child smile on the holidays and hopefully

they will be a little less lonely.
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WHISKERS

If you woufd

COMB OVER

to our Read deross dmerica Celsbration
and viel

ILLUSTRATOR LEE HARPER

| FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH AT 6:00PM
- Y CASH CAMPUS 11/12 BULDING

PLEASE RSVP WITH THE BOOK TITLES YOU WOULD
LKE TO PREPURCHASE AND HAVE SIGNED.
SEE THE BACK OF THIS FLYER.

(¥ checks bo be made oub bo Z4 I
Return aff forms b0 your schoof of Fice by 1271372013,

INQUIRIES MAY BE SENT TO TRACI TURY
TURYT@COATESVILLE. K|2.PAUS



Lee Harper Order Form

Below are the titleg from whick you may purchase.
ALe ordarg must be turned in By Decomber 134 to yorr gchool's office.
Chcchls must 6o made payable to CATA.

Books can Be piched up at the Read Across America Celobration Friday

rureey .
Claus Emperors
 Coo}

Titée

The Emperor's Cool Clothes

Snow! Snow! Snow!

Turkey Claus

Turkey Troubie

Woolibur

Total s #

Student Name:

Student Home Schood:

Name to e gigned to: (peage writa cearly):

Phone Number if needed:




Attention Parents!

Does vour child need help in
readine and wriring)

We are here ro help, We will be
servine srudenrs i orades K5
with ruroring services mvice o

week for FREED S

¢

i1 33 *
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st come, st sernved,

610-384-3344, ext. 107

January 13, 2014 - Moy 22,
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“Thev believed un us, and we,
therefore, believed in ourselves.”
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‘Atencion Padres!
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Comuniquense lo mas pronto possible

kallen@nlicf.org

610-384-3344, ext. 104
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